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Kalpakkam's forgotten people have a tale to tell

C Shivakumar

The New Indian Express
18 Oct 2008

FORTY-five-year-old Sundarammal is in immense pain. Sitting beside a pile of dry fish, she
touches a large lump on her neck.

“l do not know how this came. | got it maybe six or seven years ago,” she says, and asks the
doctor for some medicine to relieve the pain.

Sundarammal is, in fact, suffering from thyroid cancer. And crucially, she is a resident of Meiyoor
Kuppam, some five km from the Madras Atomic Power Station and Kalpakkam Atomic
Reprocessing Plant.

“Her cancer is in an advanced stage. She can survive at the most for five years,” says Dr V
Pugazhendi, an activist belonging to Doctors for Safer Environment (DOSE).

This is not the only case. Residents say scores of people in the fortress town of Sadras and
villages near the campus have died, some of cancer and others of ‘mysterious illnesses’.

“The government,” says Dr Pugazhendi, “has so far conducted no health survey though the local
area of MAPS, measuring about 4,000 sq km of landmass, which includes a portion of the
Chennai metropolitan region. It has a population of 10 million.” More than one-third of women in
the age group of 15-40 years have been affected by thyroid enlargement or autoimmune thyroid
disorders in surrounding areas of the plant, says Dr Pugazhendi, who has done a study on
thyroid incidence in the region along with Dr Conrad Mary, Dr R Ramesh and V T Padmanabhan.
They are all part of DOSE.

There are three confirmed cases of thyroid cancer in the study, he says. And there may be
others. He says this is mostly due to routine release of radioactive gases, including lodine 131, in
the air and sea from the Kalpakkam nuclear plant. But this is not reflected in the government
Environment Survey Laboratory (ESL) data.

“My study is the only one in India which has confirmed that radioactive lodine is linked to thyroid
cancer and autoimmune thyroiditis,” says Dr Pugazhendi.

The ESL Kalpakkam had found after the nuclear accident at Chernobyl in April 1986 that the
incidence of thyroid-related diseases in goats had registered an increase as a result of feeding
on grass laced with lodine-131.

A report of the United Nations Scientific Committee on Effects of Atomic Radiation (UNSCEAR)
says that the routine release of radionuclides from Kalpakkam has been high in comparison to
the release from facilities in other countries.

Kalpakkam houses four nuclear reactors, two waste-reprocessing plants, a centralised waste
management facility and a tritium plant. The seawater intake structure for the reactors is located
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420 metres offshore. A 405-metre-long approach jetty that connects the intake system to the
shore also supports a discharge pipeline for low-level radioactive effluents.

“Aquatic organisms display considerable ability to accumulate trace elements as well as
radionuclides from water even in exceedingly small concentrations,” says M V Ramanna, a
physicist, quoting a study done by M A R lyengar of the Indira Gandhi Centre for Atomic
Research (IGCAR), along with three other experts.

The low-level radioactive wastes released into the sea increase the risk of cancer, says
Ramanna, who is also a senior fellow in the Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies in Environment
and Development in Bangalore. This is dangerous for people living near beaches and dependent
on sea food for a large part of their diet.

Dr Pugazhendi says the Department of Atomic Energy stopped releasing data on the effluent
emissions once the Kalpakkam Atomic Fuel Reprocessing Plant went on stream in 1998. IGCAR
officials declined to comment immediately.

According to UNSCEAR, “Relatively large quantities of radioactive materials are involved at the
fuel reprocessing stage. The radionuclides are freed from their contained state as the fuel is
brought into solution, and the potential for release in waste discharges is greater than other
stages of the fuel cycle. Routine releases have been largely in liquid effluents to the sea.” The
radioactive effluents may have affected the livelihood of fishermen in the coastal areas
surrounding plant. “This was an area which was rich in lobsters, crabs, shrimp and other varieties
of fish. Now we rarely get any,” says Nagooran, a fisherman in Sadras. But the fishermen have
no choice. They still venture out to sea. The catch is their only source of livelihood. It keeps the
wolf from the door, but then nobody knows whether and how toxic the fish are, and most end up
in Chennai markets.

Some are dried and sold as chicken feed, says Dr Pugazhendi. A fisherman says: “They are
probably toxic but we can’t catch anything else. And there is hardly any money coming in at the
moment.” Among the workers at the plant, Dr Pugazhendi says three persons died of multiple
myeloma in 2002-2003, a rare bone cancer that is linked to nuclear radiation. This was denied by
the Bhabha Atomic Research Centre, Trombay.

The death rate due to myeloma is 2.4 per one lakh population per annum in the Chennai area
alone. The Kalpakkam area has a population of about 25,000. So three myeloma deaths within a
span of 18 months is considered statistically significant by cancer specialists because it is four
times the normal.

Dr Pugazhendi has another case. Some years ago, a 24-year-old temporary worker died of colon
cancer. According to doctors, it is unusual for patients at contract this cancer at such an early
age. For this and other reasons, he says “we need a thorough study of the radiation levels and
their effects in the area”.

In another worrying indication, several cases have been reported of congenital defects and
mental retardation. A DOSE study revealed 12 cases of polydactyly below the age of 15 in the
coastal areas in a radius of 16 km.

Dr Pugazhendi rules out consanguinity and parental history in all the cases. “Polydactyly and
other malformations are usually associated with the exposure of the foetus to radiation,” he says.
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As the waves hit the shores, the black sand is visible. “The sand here is rich in monazite but we
suspect it is also highly toxic,”says Dr Pugazhendi.

“Unfortunately, we don’t know the levels of toxicity and whether it has increased after the
radiation levels. We don’t have the equipment for a proper series of tests. There is no safe
radiation dosage, so we must have a full study.” M Hussain of Pudupatnam, whose daughter is
suffering from autoimmune thyroiditis, is clear about the first step.

“The government should conduct a health survey in the region.

We have faith in the government and it should act. And | hope it will not be too late for my
daughter.”

Too many fingers

Polydactyly, also known as hyperdactyly, is a congenital physical anomaly consisting of extra
fingers or toes.

When each hand or foot has six digits, it is sometimes called sexdactyly, hexadactyly or
hexadactylism.

The extra digit is usually a small piece of soft tissue; occasionally it may contain bone without
joints; rarely it may be a complete, functioning digit. Polydactyly may be passed down (inherited)
in families.

This trait involves only one gene that can cause several variations. It also happens due to
radiation exposure during pregnancy.

Dangerous fallout

lodine-131 is an artificially produced fission byproduct resulting from nuclear weapons, above-
ground nuclear testing, and nuclear reactor operations.

Itis found in the gaseous and liquid waste streams of nuclear power plants, but is not released
into the environment during normal reactor operations.

lodine in food is absorbed by the body and preferentially concentrated in the thyroid where it is
needed for the functioning of that gland. When lodine 131 is present in high levels in the
environment from radioactive fallout, it can be absorbed through contaminated food, and will also
accumulate in the thyroid. As it decays, it may cause damage to the thyroid gland. The primary
risk from exposure to high levels of lodine 131 is the chance occurrence of radiogenic thyroid
cancer in later life. Other risks include the possibility of non-cancerous growths and thyroiditis.

lodine-131 can also cause exposure by ingestion (consumption of green leafy vegetables,
drinking water, fish and shellfish containing the substance), as well as exposure by inhalation
and external exposure from ground deposition.

Deadly exposure

Ajith (name changed) was offered Rs 3,000 to work as rigger in the Kalpakkam nuclear plant. It
was a lucrative bargain. His job was to clean up the reactor during shutdown.
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“After two months my contract expired,” says Ajith, an employee of Tech-Sharp, a Chennai based

company which has taken the contract, hardly unaware that he had exposed himself to radiation.

“I later worked in Rawabhata nuclear plant,” says Ajith.

This time the contract was sourced through Bangalorebased Avasarala Technologies. After five
months of working in both the nuclear plants, Ajith, the lone breadwinner of the family, is suffering
from cancer. He has been diagnosed with carcinoma rectum by Chengalpattu Medical College
Hospital. “We have shelled out more than Rs one lakh on his treatment and are living in debt. We
can’t afford his treatment anymore, the government should help us,” says his brother.

“Most of the contract workers are hardly provided with any compensation and many of them are
illiterate,” says Dr V Pugazhendi of Doctors for Safer Environment.

“In the US after much protests from atomic workers, the government has passed a law covering
a list of cancers for which atomic workers might seek compensation.

Why can’t we have the same law in India,” wonders Dr Pugazhendi. Meanwhile, the nuclear plant
is recruiting migrant workers instead of locals for doing the cleaning job in the nuclear reactor.
They are mostly from Orissa, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal, Assam and Andhra Pradesh.

“The recruitment is just to avoid the blame as locals can be tracked but migrants can’t,” he
alleges.

— shivakumarshreya@gmail.com

Coalition for Nuclear Disarmament and PeaceThe National
Coordinating Committee Meeting Koodankulam

A Report

August 16-17, 2008

The first day meeting began at 10:10 am with a welcome Speech by Dr. S. P. Udayakumar. Mrs.
Lalita Ramdas was elected to chair the proceedings. Prof. Achin Vanaik suggested that the
meeting should begin with a discussion on the Press Release followed by a discussion on the
CNDP Charter of Demands. Finally, it was decided that the Charter of demands would be
addressed first. Prof. Vanaik started the discussion with the following input.
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The Charter should include at least three aspects: viz., the Nuclear Deal, Indo-Iran Relations, and
the question of Koodankulam. There are 3 aspects of the deal: Strategic-Political Dimension and
the question of Indo-US Partnership, Weapons, and Energy. With respect to the three above noted
aspects there are 3 major positions.

The first is the dominant position. From this position the view of the three above noted aspects
are as follows. Strategic: The deal will strengthen India’s relations with the United States. This is
good. Weapons: This will lend legitimacy to India as a nuclear weapons possessing power and
allow access to uranium that may be used for weapons production; good again. Energy: And
thirdly the deal will help the expansion of civilian nuclear power. And this is of course highly
desirable. Whatever price we have to pay in terms of some amount of international monitoring
etc. is insignificant as compared to the gains.

The second position, held by many, e.g. that of the BJP, is as follows. The deal helps to improve
relations with the US. That is good. But we could have got a better bargain and there was no
need to go to the US with a cap in hand. Nuclear weapons are quite desirable but this deal does
not permit nuclear testing. The deal does not give us equality with other nuclear weapons
possessing powers. All this is bad. That the deal helps the expansion of civilian nuclear energy
use is good. But nuclear energy is not going to be of great value in any future energy scenario for
India therefore this aspect of the deal is not of much significance. This is essentially the” carrot”
to the “stick” of the deal.

The third position is that of the mainstream left parties. The deal is bad. Because: Close strategic-
political relationship with the US is bad. There is general silence on the issue of nuclear
weapons. The aspect of nuclear power is of little significance as it is not a highly desirable
energy source.

Fourth position is held by some of us in CNDP. The deal is bad on all the above counts. Close
strategic relations with the US is bad. The deal opens the way to nuclear proliferation; that is
bad. And it eases the way to expansion of nuclear power. That too is bad.

Sukla Sen noted, “There has emerged a frightening consensus within the mainstream political
establishment. This is the consensus on the theme that considerations of so-called sovereignty
and strategic autonomy have absolute priority over everything else. Thus while the government
speaks of the deal in no way curtailing our right to conduct nuclear weapons tests, the
mainstream opposition of the Deal criticizes the Deal for the restrictions on nuclear testing that
the deal will impose. There has even been talk of the desirability of the hydrogen bomb and the
testing thereof. What is alarming is that the mainstream Left Parties are also couching their
criticism in terms of sovereignty, strategic autonomy and restrictions on nuclear testing. This line
of argument constituted a frontal assault on non-proliferation and global disarmament. We, in
contrast, must speak of South Asia free of nuclear weapons.”

Admiral Ramdas said that in discussing the Deal we should attend to the following: “We have
strategic partnerships with various countries. How does the deal impact on these? The Deal and
issues of weapons and energy security: Discuss. The specific points of rejection and/or addition
in the Charter of Demands and the Press Release need to be addressed.”
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Lalmohan from Nagercoil said: “There are two issues here. The first is the short term issue of
meeting energy needs. The second is the long term issue of whether in the name of addressing
energy needs through nuclear power we are walking into a trap. Nuclear power is a trap for India
because, first, this source of power is unsafe on account of radioactive hazards and secondly, as
India has little uranium this source of power is unsustainable for India. Therefore with nuclear
power India will, on the one hand, be confronted with the problem of disposal of nuclear waste
and on the other, will become dependent on countries with uranium. Moreover the strategic
alliance with the US will be too costly for India as India will become economically dependent on
the US.”

Admiral Ramdas said: “We are here in Koodankulam. So we should try to get maximum mileage
of this fact. Nuclear plants have far reaching implications and we should stand unambiguously
against them. We must strive to dispel the brainwashing that has taken place. In this Deal trading
is the paramount interest of the US. What is being sold to us is very bad and on the other hand
insignificant in terms of our growing energy demands. We are planning to invest colossal
amounts in order to get only a meagre proportion of our future energy demands. Nuclear power
plants are biggest guzzlers of water and they will have gravely deleterious effects on coastal
ecology and environment.”

Praful Bidwai said: “There is a great deal of rubbish being propagated about the deal. One of
them is that national sovereignty is being threatened. This is simply not true. There is genuine
concern over India’s misuse of fissionable material to conduct tests. One must remember that
India has already done so once in 1974, when she reneged on her ‘civilian use’ promise
regarding CIRUS and produced plutonium for making the bomb. Incidentally, while we lack the
uranium for all our power reactors, we have sufficient uranium for all the military plutonium that
we are ever going to need. Nuclear power has proved to be unsafe and undesirable as an energy
source. On the other hand we have wind power dramatically surging ahead both at the global
level and in India. Investments in nuclear power in India have proved to be expensive and
unrewarding and the thorium reactor has proved to be a fiasco. Nuclear power is now being
proposed as the solution to climate change on the ground that it is emission-free. However, the
term ‘emission-free’ only applies to the last stage of the nuclear fuel cycle, nuclear fission within
the reactors. Everything else, from the mining of fissionable material to its transport and
enrichment calls for large-scale energy use leading to the emission of greenhouse gases.

Then the Press Release was discussed in great detail and approved unanimously.

Debasis gave an account of the people’s struggle at Haripur in West Bengal against setting up of
nuclear power plants. The struggle was initiated sometime in May 2006, when it became clear
that the government had surveyed the coastal area in Haripur and was proposing to set up a
nuclear cluster in that area. The struggle peaked on 17-18 November 2006 when the NPCIL team
was prevented from entering the area. Thereafter for many months there were ceaseless
meetings, rallies and group discussions. Thereafter the government seems to have beaten a
temporary retreat and there is a lull. But we are on alert. Santanu said: “The battle was won at
that point but the war is far from over.”

Achin Vanaik brought the discussion back to the question of having a Convention on Potential
and Actual Radiation Victims and asks whether the members were at least prepared to envisage
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having a preparatory meeting aimed at the Convention. Santanu responded by saying, “If we aim
to create a Network on radiation hazards, then that network would need a punchline, a position
on which to develop campaign. And that could be ‘There are no safe levels of ionizing radiation’.
It is on this basis that a network, aiming to address issues of radiation hazards ranging from
dental X-Rays to nuclear power plants, could be formed. In such a network physicians would
have to play an important role and indeed the issue of ionizing radiation would likely to have the
greatest appeal to the more conscious members of the medical community. However, we must
remember that radiation in general terms is likely to have less popular and emotive appeal than
the question of nuclear power.”

At 3:30 pm a Press Conference was conducted at the venue and several reporters from local
newspapers and TV networks attended [and the event was widely reported in the local press the
following day].

At 6:00 pm a massive public meeting was held in the west bazaar of Koodankulam Besides the
local people, several van loads of people from Kanyakumari, Tirunelveli and Thoothukudi
districts came and attended the public meeting. Rev. M. P. Jesuraj presided over the meeting. S.
P. Udayakumar introduced the national guests who were going to address the people. Rajalingam
of Koodankulam welcomed everyone. Mrs. Lalita Ramdas, Praful Bidwai, Sukla Sen, Anton
Gomez, C. Boaz, Initha, Helen Mary, R. S. Lal Mohan, Sandal Muthuraj and many others spoke.
A. S. Ravi offered vote of thanks. The meeting came to an end at around 9 pm.

On the second day, the session began at 10:00 am. The “Demand of Charter” was discussed
clause by clause; some changes were made and it was decided that the final draft would be
distributed soon. Sukla Sen, Praful Bidwai, Lalita Ramdas, and S. P. Udayakumar will work on
the changes and prepare the final draft.

As regards declaring Nepal as a nuclear-free nation, Admiral Ramdas asked why an Indian NGO
should go and meet the neighboring countries’ government leaders. Anil Chaudhry described the
background of the decision and pointed out the new openings in Nepal and Bangladesh. It was
decided that the CNDP should meet the foreign leaders when they came to India. Admiral
Ramdas suggested meeting Indian leaders. The NCC mandated the CNDP to explore possibilities
of dialogue in collaborating with local groups and political parties including the ‘Communist
Party of Nepal’ in Nepal in the context of promoting peace and nuclear disarmament.

Achin Vanaik, Dalia, Sukla Sen, Adv. Rajendran from Chittoor, Lal Mohan from Nagercoil, S. P.
Udayakumar from Nagercoil, Gabriella Dietrich from NAPM, A. S. Ravi from Koodankulam
and Bharathidasan from Idinthakarai reported on various anti-nuclear activities that were held in
their areas/states etc.

Many organizational matters were discussed and decided upon. The CNDP website was to be
upgraded and redesigned. A pamphlet on Indo-US nuclear deal was planned. Praful Bidwai and
Lalita Ramdas would explore ideas for preparing comic books on nuclear power and the Deal.
Collin Gonsalvez of Human Rights Law Network could work with us and Praful Bidwai would
facilitate that. Adv. Rajendran, M. V. Ramana and S. P. Udayakumar would head the nuclear law
study group. And the next NCC meeting of CNDP would be held on December 13-14, 2008 at
Kolkata and Wilfred would explore the modalities. The meeting was concluded around lunch
time with national anthem.
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The following people participated in the proceedings:
S. Mark Antony, Admiral L. Ramdas, Lalita Ramdas, K. Nija, R. Mohandas, Jans Mary,

K. Malar, A. Robert Jesu Durai, C. Boaz, D. Gabrielle, Parasuram Rana, Tapan Car,

Dalia, N. Asraf, Ali, Adv. K. Rajendran, M. J. Jose, K. Prasanna, Chitranjan Singh, A.

Rubanraj, Shantanu , Chacraverti, Assunta, S. Bharathidasan, N. Sudandiran, Debasis

Shyamal, N. Saraswathi, J. Asha

Sr. Sarojam, A. Gothandaram, R. Ponnambalam, Wilfred, Anil Chaudhary, M. P. Jesuraj,

John P. Rayan, G. Anton Gomez, S. Chockalingam, P. Alexander, R. Initha, P. Stephen, P.

Saravanan, M. Krishnamoorthy, S. Helen Mary, Meena, G. Jenitta, S. Elizabeth Mary, G.

Prisca Mary, Amutha

M. Pushparayan, Lidwin, S. M. Prithiviraj, S. P. Udayakumar, Achin Vanaik, Praful

Bidwai, George Gomez, R. S. Lal Mohan, S. Sivasubramanian, A. S. Ravi, Bala
Ganesh, Rajalingom, Sandal Muthuraj, C. Manikandan, Bharat, Roopan, S.
Rajamani, Some 10 INSAF members, Some 10 Koodankulam people
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epeuiled s QuemToemils @ 64 Cuemisafled 21 CLmSE mSTTIE UTSIIY @HESSTS HreT Ll
QauigerGorenr. ggLND gy uie| GFUIF ST Wigmeaud Qesflul. b5 SeTermiel Gl Teami@H
Bmearsma Cal (hs0smardlEmer.

sTeorgl Multiple Myeloma SyuiefleTLig m @\ Smaail. jemissd] LsmwmeaTTsensE
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Qaflwelsemeuwim?
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w@psSgie/gMlallued guiemsmaser Ogatlams s niadladlmhgi, GEEGaTer SHMINLD &S EHSE
HLUTHS Yjamie me sl aiFa (@hliures KARP (Kalpakkam Atomic Reprocessing Plant) &mijemrions

Pm&Ess gnbld saTug) Gsefleurs @soemeowim?

SHBHTBHBHMNSH AUTNIHD 1011360, DbDH DATATD@ GIO6OHTT LITHIIL] aM(HID 61631 Fnd)
apiquun gl 61601 (There is no Safe Dosage) 2 v SpUla|BaT 2_NIFH AFUIHDD HN'DBHI

GuUFTIDGY ADeTeaTD BTG 6JGeorm?
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IlerailGev L HiGL 2 6Terg) eTerr Liled QFmevaeug) 6760T? ep(h Gouemer gyememeu GeueflullLmed, gema
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I|EMETTEUTG LIMTemaus @G smeaussiiLbiaug GCurstn, @i esr Gauiu Swasn? MAPS-60
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Koodankulam Protest Diary

[1] Marthandam, Kanyakumari District, November 13, 2008

The People’s Movement Against Nuclear Energy (PMANE) organized a one-day hunger strike
from 10 am to 5 pm at Marthandam, Kanyakumari district on November 13, 2008 with the three
demands that the Koodankulam nuclear power project that is threatening the people of southern
Tamil Nadu and southern Kerala must be scrapped immediately, that the nuclear agreements
India has signed with the US, Russia and France rescinded totally, and that the nuclear weapons
program of India abandoned completely.

S. P. Udayakumar, coordinator of the People’s Movement Against Nuclear Energy, presided over
the hunger strike in the presence of C. Boaz and others. Sakuntala inaugurated the program;
Samji, Santhi, Mary Joyce, Flori, Sivasubramanian, Mathias, Venice, Anthony Dasan, and others
spoke at the event. Sowmini, Venice and others sang songs. P. Saravanabhavan offered vote of
thanks and concluded the strike. Thousands of handbills on the purposes of the hunger strike,
cancer, alternative ways of producing electricity, and a Q&A on the Koodankulam nuclear power
project were distributed to the shopkeepers in the area, pedestrians, bus passengers, students, and
the general public. The people listened to the speeches attentively, read the leaflets carefully and
encouraged the hunger strikers with much enthusiasm and warmth. Two CID intelligence officers
were with us throughout the day and took elaborate notes on our speeches, and the day’s
proceedings. There were several policemen posted around the strike site.
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[2] Thoothukudi, November 4, 2008

A one-day hunger strike had been planned in front of the Thoothukudi District Administrator’s
office on November 4, 2008. However, the local police informed the organizer just the previous
day that we were not granted the necessary police permission to carry out the protest event. We
were also threatened with “legal consequences” if we chose to ignore the notice and went ahead
with the hunger strike. So the organizer, Sr. Assuntha, approached the High Court bench at
Madurai to grant us the necessary permission to organize the hunger strike.

As the High Court was hearing our petition on November 4, 2008 at Madurai, three CID
intelligence officers asked us not to gather there and to leave the place. We told them that we had
to be there to share the news with our comrades who were coming from other parts of Tamil
Nadu. Some 75 of us had gathered in front of the Thoothukudi District Administrator’s office;
we exchanged news and views with each other, distributed leaflets to the general public,
organized an impromptu press meet, and announced our decision to organize a bigger event at a
later date. By the time we were about to disperse, we received a word from the Court that they
had ordered the DSP to give us a fresh date to organize the hunger strike. We decided to have the
hunger strike on November 24, 2008.

[3] Cancer and Alternative Energy Awareness Campaign, October 25-28, 2008

A four-day awareness-raising tour was organized to educate the people of Kanyakumari district
coastal villages about the harms of nuclear power plants, cancer disease and alternative sources
of energy generation.

The vehicle tour began at 9 am on October 25, 2008 at Neerodi village with some 25
participants. Social activist Berlin flagged off the tour. Traversing through some 46 coastal
villages across the Kanyakumari district and traveling almost 150 kms distance, the tour met
with approximately 15,000 men, women and children.

When we entered a coastal village, a few of us addressed the people through the public address
system explaining the goals of the tour, general information about nuclear power plants, the high
cancer incidence in our area, the possibility of getting even more cancer cases because of the
upcoming nuclear power plants at Koodankulam, the alternative and renewable sources of
electricity generation. As the speakers spoke, several of us walked through the villages,
distributed different fliers and booklets, talked to people, collected their signatures in a petition
to the government to stop the Koodankulam nuclear power projects.

The villages were so enthusiastic about our awareness-raising tour that they offered breakfast,
lunch, tea and snacks and dinner wherever we went.

The tour came to a close on October 28, 2008 evening at Kanyakumari, the southernmost tip of
India, with a cultural program and series of speeches. The tour demanded that a well-equipped
and appropriately staffed cancer hospital be established in Kanyakumari district that has been
affected by high natural radiation and higher incidence of cancer. The campaign also asked for a
cancer research center in the district. It was further demanded that an insurance scheme to help
the cancer victims and their families be instituted.
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[4] Alatthankarai, October 11, 2008

The People’s Movement Against Nuclear Energy organized a one-day hunger strike from 10 am
to 5 pm at Alatthankarai village near Rajakkamangalam on October 11, 2008 with the three
demands that the Koodankulam nuclear power project that is threatening the people of southern
Tamil Nadu and southern Kerala must be scrapped immediately, that the nuclear agreements
India has signed with the US, Russia and France rescinded totally, and that the nuclear weapons
program of India abandoned completely.

Mr. Chellappan, Elluvilai panchayat councilor, presided over the event in the presence of
Vellimalai panchayat councilor Mrs. Thangaleela. Mr. Vijayaraghavan, Alatthankarai community
president, flagged off the hunger strike. Social activists Samji, C. Boaz, P. Saravanabhavan, R.
Ariharasuthan, S. P. Udayakumar and S. Lidwin, the convenor of the Campaign Against Violence
on Women spoke at the event.

[5] Nagercoil, September 29, 2008

Scores of school children from all over Kanyakumari district, who are members of the Children’s
Panchayat, made a representation to the Kanyakumari District Administrator on September 29,
2008. They expressed their fear that the Koodankulam nuclear plant would give rise to

dangerous radiation that will spread through air and water and damage the health and well-being
of all the people, especially the young children and their futures. They were concerned that the
additional four plants at Koodankulam would further damage their futures and hence demanded
that electricity be produced through alternative means. They wanted the Kanyakumari District
Administrator to stop the Koodankulam nuclear power project immediately.

[6] Nagercoil, September 22, 2008

The People’s Movement Against Nuclear Energy organized a one-day hunger strike in front of
the Kanyakumari District Administrator’s office at Nagercoil on September 22, 2008 with the
three demands that the Koodankulam nuclear power project that was threatening the people of
Kanyakumari, Tirunelveli and Thoothukudi districts must be stopped immediately, that the
nuclear agreements India had signed with the US, Russia and France scrapped, and that the
nuclear weapons program of India wrapped up completely.

Sr. Assuntha presided over the event and flagged off the hunger strike. Tamil Nadu Fishworkers’
Union president Peter Dhas, Human Rights Protection Movement president Gunaseelan, Tamil
Nadu-Pondicherry Consumer Federation president Navaneetham, Create Trust president
Ponnambalam, Koodankulam panchayat union councilor Sandal Muthuraj, Land Protection
Sangam president Padmadhas, social activist Samji, Helen Mary, C. Boaz, Voice from the
Margins convener S. M. Prithviraj, P. Saravanabhavan, R. Ariharasuthan, S. P. Udayakumar, S.
Lidwin, Philomena, Joyce, Adv. Sivasubramanian, Fr. Jesuraj, and many others spoke at the
event. S. Lidwin concluded the hunger strike in the evening. Some of the strikers handed a
memorandum to the Kanyakumari District Administrator, B. Jothi Nirmala, that demanded
immediate closure of the Koodankulam plants. Several activists sang thought-provoking songs
throughout the day.
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An Open Letter to Left Parties

People’s Movement Against Nuclear Energy October 2, 2008
42/27 Esankai Mani Veethy

Parakkai Road Junction

Nagercoil 629 002

Tamil Nadu

To

The National Executive Members
Communist Party of India

Ajoy Bhavan

15, Kotla Marg

New Delhi 110 002

The Central Committee Members
Communist Party of India (Marxist)
A K. Gopalan Bhawan

27-29, Bhai Vir Singh Marg

New Delhi 110 001

The Central Committee Members
All India Forward Bloc

28, Gurudwara Rakab Ganj Road
New Delhi 110 001

The Central Committee Members
Revolutionary Socialist Party

17, Firoz Shah Road

New Delhi 110 001

The Central Committee Members

Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist) Liberation
U-90, Shakarpur

Delhi 110 092

Dear Comrades:

We, the members of the People’s Movement Against Nuclear Energy, would like to congratulate
the Leftist parties and leaders in India on your principled opposition to American imperialism
that seeks to dominate our national life. We would also like to thank you for problematizing the
India-US nuclear deal and popularizing the issue across the country among all sections of our
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society. The Leftist parties and leaders are the only hope of India to create awareness on people-
friendly development paradigm; alternative energy generation; elimination of war and weapons
of mass destruction; and transparency, accountability and popular participation in our national
affairs.

It is our humble submission that only the Leftist parties and leaders can shift the course of our
national economy, politics and history in India and pave a new way for our collective salvation
and freedom. After all, human society is based on “production of products” and “production of
life.” Humans act on Nature with the help of instruments to get products. Such a production of
products must be based on needs; but now it is all done with greed damaging the Nature
irreparably. Should humanity continue on the Earth, Nature should be protected! For the
“production of life,” Nature should be pristine so that future generations could thrive on our
planet.

However, the contemporary world operates with a wrong understanding of “development” that
has its focus on indiscriminate industrialization, liberalization, privatization, globalization,
monetization [and Americanization] with complete disregard for Nature, future, the interests of
the labor, the safety and well-being of unborn generations, and other such externalities.

India’s ruling class says that if India has to achieve and sustain the desired growth level of 9-10
percent, the country has to have energy security, or as some nationalist leaders put it, energy
independence. In India, electricity has always been considered to be a development input but
now it has come to be regarded as a tradable commodity. Of the 593,732 villages in India (1991
census) 474,982 have been electrified with the remarkable 80 percent electrification. But if we
look at the electrification of rural households, we see a different picture. There are some 138.3
million rural households (2001 census) in India but only 60.2 million of them have access to
electricity and the electrification percentage is only 44 percent. So it is not that electricity is not
available in their villages for these rural households but they simply cannot afford it. It is poverty
that prevents them from accessing electricity.

Although India has more or less sufficient quantity of electricity today, a considerable portion of
our electricity is said to be wasted because of technical and commercial factors. Some 40% of
electricity is lost in transmission because of energy dissipation in conductors and equipment used
for Transmission and Distribution (T&D). Pilferage, defective meters, error in meter reading,
error in estimating unmetered supply are other reasons for this huge wastage of electricity. So the
challenges India faces today include reducing and eliminating T&D loss, improving the quality
of supply and delivery systems, providing electricity for all at affordable price, and improving
the economic lot of all the people across the country.

Ignoring all these socioeconomic-political intricacies and complexities, India’s ruling class seeks
a scientific-technical solution for the energy issue and keeps chanting the nuclear mantra. They
completely overlook the facts that there have been no new nuclear power stations built in the
United States for the past 35 years and in Russia for almost 22 years, and that many European
countries are phasing out their nuclear power program. There is hardly any debate about the
enormous amount of dangerous nuclear waste we will accumulate from the nuclear power plants,
the need to safeguard this “hazmat treasure” for 48,000 years, huge amounts of heavy metals
discharged by light and heavy water reactors, radiation blues, shoving around fissile material,
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nuclear weapons proliferation, and Armageddon on the Earth.

In fact, American, Russian and French capitalists try to dump their nuclear technology on India
for their own survival and profit. Global capitalism turns any calamity to its advantage, and it
puts forward nuclear power as the answer for climate change. If we look closely, mining and
processing of uranium, building nuclear power stations with so much cement and steel, the long
construction process, the decommissioning of the plants, and handling the radioactive waste - all
cause considerable climate-changing pollution.

Just as nuclear power is not an answer for climate change, it is not a panacea for our energy
needs. As the People’s Democracy and many of the Leftist leaders have pointed out, the
contribution of nuclear power to the national grid has been so small and will continue to be so
even after the India-US nuclear deal comes into effect. Nuclear power is also more expensive
than any other mode of electricity generation.

Global capitalism promotes nuclear power as the single solution for all the world’s energy woes
and its economic development. In India, so much money has already been wasted on nuclear
power projects that are expensive, inefficient and troublesome. Since the current cash crunch is
mainly due to nuclear power being very expensive and capital intensive, Indian nuclear
establishment has expressed interest in inviting private investments and amending nuclear laws
to facilitate privatization. What all this means is that while private companies make money with
no responsibilities whatsoever, Indian taxpayers and the “ordinary citizens” will bear the cost of
dealing with all the liabilities such as nuclear waste, possible accidents, public health issues and
other dangerous consequences.

The international and Indian capitalists will thrive at the cost of India’s poor. National
Commission for Enterprises in the Unorganized Sector reveals that 320 million Indian workers
live on less than 20 rupees a day. The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) has recorded
1,66,304 farmers’ suicides in a decade since 1997. There were 17,060 farmers’ suicides in 2006
alone across India. All these mean that there has been one farmer’s suicide every 30 minutes
since 2002 (The Hindu, January 31, 2008). When our people lack basic food security, water
security, sanitation security, job security, and human security, energy security is bandied about to
promote the interests of the rich and powerful.

Nobody except the Leftists dares to challenge any nuclear activity in the country. In fact, the
present pro-military-industrial-academic-complex-thinking considers uranium mining, nuclear
power plants, nuclear weaponization, nuclear deals with Americans, Russians and the French,
and strategic partnerships with them as integral parts of being a patriotic Indian. Nuclearism has
been part and parcel of the Northern capitalist development paradigm and the UPA government
is underscoring this aspect to gain an upper hand in the national political game. An unequivocal
problematization of this mainstream understanding of “development” has become the need of the
hour.

A highly populated country like India does have an increasing need for energy. But that energy

has to be economical, sustainable and environment-friendly for the same reason of having over-
and dense- population. The country needs to spend less on energy because there are other
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pressing needs such as health, education, housing, transportation and so forth. India cannot
afford the “use and discord” strategy as in nuclear power projects for obvious reasons of limited
land availability, reliance on the sea and sea food, future generation’s interests and so forth. Its
energy projects have to be environmentally-friendly because even a small incident can harm, hurt
or kill a huge number of people.

Nuclear power is beset with threats and dangers that can encompass the most improbable
meteorite fall to the commonplace terrorist attack. For instance, The Hindu newspaper
(September 6, 2006) reported that a meteorite fell at Kanvarpura village near Rawatbhata, where
Rajasthan Atomic Power Plant is situated, on August 29, 2006. The [Geological Survey of India
Deputy Director-General (western region) R. S. Goyal] said the meteorite could have caused
devastation on an 'unimaginable scale' if it had fallen on the Rawatbhata Atomic Power Plant.
Presiding over a crucial day-long meeting of the Chief Ministers on Internal Security, the Indian
Prime Minister said terrorist outfits planned possible terrorist attacks on vital installations
including nuclear establishments (The Hindu, September 6, 2006). In fact, two armed men were
reportedly seen moving in the inner fencing area around the Kakrapar nuclear power plant in
Gujarat (The Hindu, August 23, 2006). The plant was declared safe later without much
elaboration.

Most importantly, nuclearism is a global political ideology that cannot stomach any transparency,
accountability or popular participation. It snubs dissent, denounces opponents and creates a
political climate of fear and retribution. With the India-US nuclear deal, and the deals with
Russia and France and the private participation in nuclear energy generation, the situation is
going to get out of hand. The combination of profiteering companies, secretive state apparatus
and repressive nuclear department will be ruthless and this nexus of capitalism, statism,
nuclearism and communalism does not augur well for the country. These forces gaining an upper
hand in our national polity will mean a death knell for the country’s democracy, openness,
futures and sustainable development.

When the beginning of the 21 century provides India a historic opportunity to be a world-leader
by building on our traditional strengths such as sustainable development and appropriate
technology, our elites are forcing us to be American stooges with war-based values and wasteful
lifestyle.

The way out of this capitalistic and imperialistic quandary is to be progressive and being
progressive does not necessarily mean going back to the days of pastoral simplicity. We need to
strive for Green alternatives for our modern needs. The Leftists with Green values would be a
boon for the country at this hour of crisis.

We would like to present you with a concrete example. We are sure you have heard about the
Koodankulam nuclear power plant that is being constructed in the Koodankulam village on the
Gulf of Mannar in Tirunelveli district of Tamil Nadu. The Government of India is constructing
two 1000 MW light water VVER nuclear power plants with Russian technology and loans. They
have not released any Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report, or the safety analysis
report or the site evaluation study for the first two plants they are constructing. Nor have they
conducted any public hearing to hear what the people of southern Tamil Nadu and Kerala have to
say about the construction of these two nuclear power plants. We in southern Tamil Nadu and
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Kerala are very concerned about this undemocratic and anti-people multimillion dollar project
that is thrust down our throats in the name of “development” and “energy security.”

Neither the Government of India nor the Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) has shared any
information about the Koodankulam plants or anything about the overall nuclear energy plans
with any kind of transparency, democratic spirit or civic responsibility. They spread rumors and
gossips about their plans and intentions and when these “unconfirmed reports” circulate among
the public for sometime and gain some negative acceptance, they confirm the hearsays. The
Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL) has decided to increase the number of
reactors at Koodankulam to eight (7he Hindu, September 25, 2006). The National Thermal
Power Corporation (NTPC) also has proposed to establish nuclear power plants in or near
Koodankulam with the generating capacity of 2000 MW power (The Hindu, September 6, 2006).
So, as a recent newspaper report confirms (7he Hindu, September 11, 2008) Koodankulam will
be the largest mega nuclear complex with almost 10,000 MW generation capacity.

Some of the RTI enquiries to the district collectors of a few southern Tamil Nadu and southern
Kerala districts reveal how woefully inadequate they are about the nuclear safety arrangements
and emergency preparedness. The India-Russia agreement on Koodankulam stipulated first that
Russia would take the nuclear waste but now it has been decided that the waste will remain in
India. There is hardly any discussion or consciousness among the political or bureaucratic circles
about the nuclear waste issues, decommissioning questions, radiation hazards, future impact on
our seas, fish and so forth. Nuclear waste management is going to be a major headache for our
people. That is why D. D. Kosambi branded nuclear power as a “menace that even the unborn
generations have to deal with.” He further said, “only opportunists and third rate scientists spend
their time and energies on nuclear power.”

Our people in the southern districts of Tamil Nadu and Kerala are taking a clear and bold stand
that these nuclear power plants are not in the best interests of us and these projects should be
stopped for ever. The Koodankulam mega nuclear complex will have disastrous consequences
for all of us, the Tamils, the Malayalees, and even the Sinhalese and the Maldivians in the
neighboring countries.

Friends in Kerala have had such a fine record of fighting for the Silent Valley, against the soft-
drink companies’ stealing their water resources etc. They took such a courageous stand in not
having any nuclear power plants in Kerala because of the over and dense-population in the state.
But the Government of India has pushed the plant just a little outside their state boundary and set
up the plant right across their front door.

When 10 nuclear power plants release the coolant effluents into the sea on daily basis for the
next four to five decades, one can think of the impact and repercussions that will have on all our
air, our land, our water, our sea, our fish, our cattle, our children, our fathers and mothers, our
health, and our future. The vested interests are trying to set our common home on fire in the
name of energy security and national security. How about our human security? Our food
security? Our air security? The security of our children who speak and sing in Tamil, Malayalam,
Sinhalese and Divehi? Their songs and dances and their dreamy futures?

This corner may be the "End of India" for the rest of India! But for us, this has been the
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beginning of India, the beginning of life, the beginning of everything! This place, this little
corner of hills and high seas, rivers and forests, and ponds and paddy fields, is full of beginnings
for us. This is where our life began, our history began, our culture began, our speech, our
memories, our meanings, our dreams and desires — all began. But what will come off this
beautiful place?

Almost all our political parties, politicians, bureaucrats, religious leaders, and many NGOs have
turned a blind eye to the nuclear issue. When people ask some uncomfortable questions about the
nuclear project, we are often branded as unpatriotic, anti-national, and even CIA agents. It is
quite ironic that the Indian elites call the people who oppose the nuclear program CIA agents
when they themselves are selling the country to the Americans.

Only the Leftists can and may tell us that we, the working class of India and the neighboring
countries, are all human beings, that we all have a common home, the south of South Asia, that
the sea is part and parcel of our home, and that fish is the most important food for us all. In short,
the people of the south of South Asia share the same destiny of nuclear agony and only the
Leftists can see this at the larger international picture and offer us a way out. Some Leftists tend
to think that it is only the United States we should oppose and not nuclear energy per se or
nuclear cooperation with Russia or France. Russia, like America, is also a capitalistic country
and is interested in selling their nuclear technology to India in order to make some quick bucks.

It is high time the Left all over India took an unambiguous stand against expensive, inefficient,
dangerous waste-producing, weapons-proliferating, Nature-harming, future-hurting, children-
killing, colonizing and enslaving nuclear energy without riders and exceptions and ifs and buts!

Nuclearism is no more an energy issue or a scientific matter but a life-threatening political issue.
The Left parties and leaders can and must make a difference in the nuclear issue just as you have
done in the ongoing global financial crisis. Hoping that you would take this appeal seriously and
lead us to better futures, we send you our best personal regards and all peaceful wishes.

Cordially,

S. P. Udayakumar, C. Boaz, George Gomez
Coordinators

People’s Movement Against Nuclear Energy
Ph: 04652-240657; 9865683735

Editorial Board :
S. P. Udayakumar drspudayakumar@yahoo.com,
R.Ramesh cypherandone@gmail.com
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